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Joint Russian-Saudi Statement, September 4,
2003

On September 2-4, 2003 (5-7 Rajab 1424
AH) , at the invitation of President of the
Russian Federation Vladimir Putin, within the
framework of strengthening the close rela-
tions between the Russian Federation and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His Royal Highness
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, Crown
Prince, First Deputy Prime Minister and
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Commander of the National Guard of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, paid an official visit
to the Russian Federation.

In the course of the talks held President of
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin and
Crown Prince Abdullah discussed a broad
range of problems of mutual concern, as well
as ways for strengthening cooperation
between the two friendly countries.

The Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia was also
received by Chairman of the Government of
Russia Mikhail Kasyanov. The distinguished
Saudi guest held a meeting with Mayor of
Moscow Yuri Luzhkov.

Attaching great importance to the issues of
safeguarding security and stability in the
Middle East region, the Sides agreed to coop-
erate closely with a view to achieving a just
and lasting peace in the Middle East on the
basis of the Resolutions 242, 338 and 1397 of
the Security Council of the United Nations,
the Land for Peace principle, the Arab initia-
tive adopted at the Summit Conference in
Beirut, and the Road Map plan. The Sides
expressed support for the Quartet of interna-
tional mediators, including in the establish-
ment of monitoring of the implementation of
all the stages of the Road Map. They spoke
for the full realization of the international deci-
sions pertaining to the Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict, and reaffirmed the right of the
Palestinians to create a sovereign independent
state with its capital in East Jerusalem. The
Sides reaffirmed that, proceeding from the
principle of a comprehensive and just settle-
ment of the Arab-Israeli conflict, it is neces-
sary to intensify the peace efforts on the
Syrian and Lebanese tracks and to resume
the talks in these sectors of the peace process
from where they were suspended.
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Russia and Saudi Arabia have been firmly and
consistently advocating the preservation of
the independence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Iraq, and the Sides hope that
Iraq’ s Interim Governing Council will
become a step along the road to creating a
lawful Iraqi government which will assume
the elaboration of a Constitution reflecting the
situation in the country and will ensure the
independence, territorial integrity and national
unity of Iraq; and also the equality of all its

citizens.

Russia and Saudi Arabia favor reinforcing the
role of the United Nations in resolving the
Iraq problem and underscore the necessity of
a significant participation of the international
community in dealing with such matters as
the building-up of the amount of humanitarian
assistance, and the rehabilitation of the nation-
al economy and the social sphere.

The Sides expressed support for the idea of
converting the Middle East region into a zone
free of weapons of mass destruction, including

nuclear.

Having discussed the threat which interna-
tional terrorism poses to the world communi-
ty, the Sides condemned all its forms and
manifestations. They expressed their resolve
to build up the struggle against terrorism in
accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations and international law, including collec-
tive efforts which are an effective means for

countering and eradicating terrorism.

The Saudi Side expressed respect for and
understanding of the initiative of the Russian
Federation to expand its cooperation with the
Organization of the Islamic Conference.

The Sides also examined the state of economic



relations between the two countries. Taking
into account the big and diverse potential for
economic cooperation between the Russian
Federation and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the Sides will promote the expansion of trade
turnover and the encouragement of investment
flows. It has been agreed to continue efforts for
the comprehensive implementation of the
General Agreement between the Government
of the Russian Federation and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, of November 20, 1994.
Satisfaction was expressed with the activities
of the Russian-Saudi Intergovernmental Joint
Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and
Technical Cooperation. The Sides agreed on
the need for coordination and cooperation in oil
policy with a view to achieving the stability
and predictability of the world oil market,
maintaining an acceptable price range and sat-
isfying the requirements of the countries
importing energy carriers. That collaboration
of the Sides, both on a bilateral basis and in a
multilateral format, including with other pro-
ducing countries, will be effected in the inter-
ests of Russia and Saudi Arabia and of
strengthening the positive trends in the world
economy. The Sides reaffirmed their readiness
to continue their joint work directed to suc-
cessful activity under the auspices of the
International Energy Forum, the General
Secretariat of which is in El Riyadh, paying
special attention to the energy sector, including
the implementation of joint projects and invest-
ment in the oil and gas industries.

An important moment of the visit was the
signing by the Sides of the Intergovernmental
Agreement on Cooperation in the Area of Oil

and Gas, the Memorandum on Cooperation
between the King Abdulaziz City for Science
and Technology and the Russian Academy of
Sciences in the Scientific and Technological
Field, the Memorandum of Understanding
between the State Committee of the Russian
Federation for Physical Culture and Sport and
the Youth and Sports Body of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, and the Memorandum on
Understanding and Cooperation between the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the
Russian Federation and the Council of Saudi
Chambers of Commerce and Industry. The
Sides agreed to continue work on improving
the juridical base of bilateral relations by way
of the subsequent conclusion of new agree-
ments.

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Abdullah
expressed great appreciation and deep grati-
tude to President of the Russian Federation
Vladimir Putin, the Government and the
friendly people of Russia for the warm wel-
come and hospitality accorded to His
Highness and the accompanying delegation.
His Royal Highness conveyed to President of
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin the
invitation from the Custodian of the Two Holy
Shrines of Islam King Fahd to pay a state
visit to Saudi Arabia. The invitation was
accepted with appreciation; the date for the
visit will additionally be arranged.

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia
Federation
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