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25. Cheniere Energy 
 

1. Company overview 

 Cheniere Energy is a company established in the United States in 1983 that engages in the natural 

gas business such as LNG liquefaction terminals and receiving terminals. It entered the North 

American LNG receiving terminal business in 1999 and started operation of a receiving terminal at 

Sabine Pass, Louisiana in 2008. In addition, to balance the gas supply and demand in the United States 

triggered by shale gas revolution, in 2010 the company proposed to install a liquefaction facility at 

the abovementioned receiving terminal, and currently promoting an LNG production project. 

 

Cheniere Energy’s LNG liquefaction and receiving facility MAP 

 

 

2. LNG related  

Cheniere Energy began operating Sabine Pass LNG receiving terminal in Louisiana in 2008. The 

company completed Trains 1 and 2 in 2016, Trains 3 and 4 in 2017, and Train 5 in 2019. Train 6 took 

a final investment decision (FID) in May 2019 and began commissioning in July 2021, with the aim of 

starting operations in 2022. The annual production capacity of LNG will reach about 30 mtpa when 

Train 6 is completed. The company has agreed with Shell, Naturgy, GAIL, KOGAS, TotalEnergies, and 

Centrica to supply a total of 19.75 mtpa through LNG sales and purchase agreements (SPAs) for Trains 

1-5. Also, Cheniere signed an SPA with Petronas to supply 1.1 mtpa of LNG from Train 6. 

The Corpus Christi LNG terminal, like the Sabine Pass terminal, was considered as a facility for LNG 

imports and exports. However, Cheniere decided in June 2012 to convert it a liquefaction plant in. 

The company completed Train 1 in February 2019, Train 2 in August 2019, and Train 3 in March 2021. 
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In addition, the Corpus Christi Stage 3, which is adjacent to Corpus Christi LNG, is also being 

developed with a combined production capacity of 9.45 mtpa (7 trains with 1.35 mtpa each). The 

total production capacity of the Corpus Christi project is expected to be 22.95 mtpa if all the 

developments are completed. 

After DOE authorized Cheniere to export up to a combined total of 767 bcf/y (15 mtpa) of LNG to 

FTA and non-FTA countries, and another 514 bcf/y (about 11 mtpa) of LNG to FTA countries, Cheniere 

Energy signed LNG SPAs with Pertamina, Endesa, Pavilion Energy, Naturgy, EDF, Woodside Energy 

Trading Singapore, Central El Campesino, EDP and PetroChina for a total volume of 10.22 mtpa. 

 

Cheniere Energy’s investment in LNG production projects 

 

 

LNG receiving terminals with Cheniere Energy’s equity or capacity holdings 

 
 

Country Liquefaction
capacity (Mt/y)

Starting year
of operation

Equity holder Main
destination

4.5 2016

(Train 2) 4.5 2016

(Train 3) 4.5 2017

(Train 4) 4.5 2017

(Train 5) 4.5 2019

(Train 6) 4.5
2022

(Under
Construction)

4.5 2019

 (Train 2) 4.5 2019

 (Train 3) 4.5
2021

(Under
Construction)

 (Train 4) 1.4 Under Planning

 (Train 5) 1.4 Under Planning

 (Train 6) 1.4 Under Planning

 (Train 7) 1.4 Under Planning

 (Train 8) 1.4 Under Planning

 (Train 9) 1.4 Under Planning

 (Train 10) 1.4 Under Planning

Project

United States

Sabine Pass LNG (Train 1)
(Installed at existing receiving terminal)

Cheniere
Energy

Asia
Europe

Cheniere
Energy

Asia
Europe

Corpus Christi  LNG (Train 1)

Country Equity holder Receiving
capacity (Mt/y)

Starting year
of operation

19.8 2008

<Expansion> 10.6 2009

Chile Biobiogenera (Andes Mining & Energy, Beacon
Investments) 50%, Cheniere Energy 50%

4.0 Under Planning

Terminal

United States

Sabine Pass LNG
(Liquefaction facil ity installed at existing
receiving terminal site)

Cheniere Energy Partners
(Cheniere Energy 59%,
 Public Unitholders 9%, Blackstone 32%)

Penco Lirquén LNG (FSRU)
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3. Future strategy 

Cheniere Energy changed its business model from the original LNG receiving terminal business to 

gas liquefaction business following the shale revolution. The company’s current priorities are the 

completion and start of production of the Sabine Pass Train 6 and the expansion of Corpus Christi 

Stage 3. As of August 2021, the Sabine Pass Train 6 is 90% complete and is scheduled to start 

operation in 2022, and the Corpus Christi Stage 3 expansion is also scheduled to take an FID in 2022. 

Moreover, the company plans to build partnerships with other companies to expand LNG liquefaction 

projects and new LNG supply contracts. 

In addition, the company is developing terminal operation business as well as natural gas/LNG 

marketing business outside the United States. The company plans to establish a joint venture with 

Chile’s Biobiogenera and build a third LNG receiving terminal in Chile, the Penco Lirquén LNG project, 

to further expand the sales of LNG from the Corpus Christi project. However, no progress has been 

made since 2017. 

As of the end of 2020, Cheniere Energy has LNG supplying contracts that account for 85% of the 

total production capacity of both the Sabine Pass and Corpus Christi projects. This includes contracts 

that require customers to pay a fixed fee for contracted volume, regardless of cancellation or 

suspension of LNG cargoes, thereby creating a business model that stabilizes operations over the long 

term. doing. On the other hand, the company has made clear its policy of flexibility responding to 

customers’ requests such as changes in cargo destinations or cancellations. 

In February 2021, Cheniere Energy announced that it plans to start providing greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emission data to LNG customers for each LNG cargo produced at the Sabine Pass and Corpus 

Christi liquefaction facilities as a measure to reduce GHG emissions. In May 2021, Sabine Pass 

Liquefaction supplied Shell with a carbon-neutral LNG cargo as part of their long-term LNG SPA. In 

August 2021, Cheniere published the LNG life cycle assessment (LCA) study to improve the 

assessment of GHG emissions. 
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